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I call that mind free, which escapes the 
bondage of trivialities, which, instead of 
stopping at the material universe and mak- 
ing ita prison-wall, passes beyond it to its 
Author, and finds, in His radiant signa- 
tures stamped upon all creation, helps to 
its own spiritual enlargement. 


I call that mind free, which, through confi- 
dence in God and in the power of virtue, 
has cast off all fear but that of wrongdoing, 
which no menace or peril can enthrall, 
which is calm in the midst of tumults, and 
and possesses itself, though all else be lost. 
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[nvestiments in Liberty 


JHE LIBERTY of action and freedom of speech 
and worship which we enjoy today is a herit- 
age for which we should be truly grateful. 
It is the income upon an investment made 
by our forefathers during the years from 
1776 to 1781. Although that notable Declaration of human 
rights was signed on July 4, ’76 it did not become a reality 
until the last battle was fought and the final victory won 
which ended the War for American Independence. 

Many noble patriots of those stirring times gave their 
all in the great cause; made an investment of their money, 
their property, yea, even their lives, to secure the 
blessings of liberty to themselves and their posterity. 
To them it was liberty or death, and many of them never 
lived to realize on their investment. Posterity has been 
the principal beneficiary on these valuable securities. 
It is an inheritance producing a high rate of interest 
which has been and might continue to be a benefit and 
a blessing to all, from the richest to the poorest. 

But what do we see in our country today? What use is 
being made of the income bequeathed to posterity, this 
precious freedom purchased at the price of blood and 
tears? Instead of liberty we see license in all walks of 
life resulting in a state of morality deteriorated to the 
point of putrefaction and bordering on chaos; we see 
our country producing every year an army of criminals 
both inside and outside of prison walls which are a real 
menace to society. Instead of the high order of states- 
manship which gave us this heritage, we have graft, 
political corruption, and brazen lawlessness in high 
places which are a disgrace to the country that gave 
freedom its birth. Instead of a noble use of the freedom 
to worship God according to the dictates of conscience, 
we see cold indifference, a “think-as-you-please”’ and 
‘“do-as-you-please” attitude which proclaims with the 
voice of a “loud speaker” the rapid decline of religion. 
And, worst of all, we even see the actual propagation 
and cultivation of rank atheism, that deadly plant which 
would uproot all religion, causing our highly enlightened 
civilization, which has become such through the religious 
liberty we have enjoyed, to degenerate into paganism. 
A profligate use indeed of the interest on the investment 
of our progenitors! 

Yes, we see all these things and much more. We who 
have become God’s freemen look out from the peace of 
our little world and see the great world around us in- 
tensely demanding more and broader liberties, small peo- 
ple crave nationalism. God through His Word offers a 
better way cf true freedom from the bondage of sin and 
corruption, but they will not have it so. And we know 
that these inings will continue for a time, for we have 
the words of inspiration presaging the “perilous times” 
of these “latter days’ when “evil men and seducers 
shall wax v'orse and worse.” We cannot stay the hand of 
that Destiny which has foreordained that “whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap”; we cannot save 
mankind from their impending bankruptcy, which is 
only the working out of the natural law of cause and 
effect—they have shamefully wasted their income, the 





income of their grandfathers’ investment made at so 
great a sacrifice. 

But what of us? Do we not also have a share in this 
great legacy? Ah! we not only receive the same rate 
of interest as the world around us, but we enjoy a huge 
bonus besides. This great investment of our grandsires 
gave us a land free from the oppression and persecution 
of old world countries, where the truth of God which had 
been in its “seeming tomb” for over twelve centuries 
might have a resurrection; might be reborn in a new 
world, be nurtured, and grow to maturity under the 
benign influence of religious freedom. And we are in- 
finitely richer today because of these things. 

Not only did his investment bring him spiritual riches, 
but we, his followers, are also receiving munificent divi- 
dends every year. Were it not for this income we would 
be in dire spiritual poverty, feeding upon husks which 
the swine do eat, clothed in the filthy garments of the 
flesh, and dwelling in the house of the strange woman 
which inclineth unto death. But through his bequest we 
are able to feast upon the finest of the wheat, butter and 
honey from the Lord’s table, and to drink of the water 
of life freely; we can wear garments of fine linen, and 
coats of skins, raiment not surpassed by Solomon in all 
his glory; and we can be a part of that “spiritual house” 
the “temple of God,” located in the “city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” A price- 
less heritage indeed! 

These things all come to us from the investments of 
others. And now what use are we making of our in- 
comes? Are we laying up anything in store against the 
time to come? Having found the pearl of great price 
are We selling out all to buy it? In a parable spoken by 
our Saviour we have an example of two investors whom 
it would be safe for us to follow. One man was entrusted 
with ten talents which he so wisely managed that when 
the time came to render his account he had a 100 per 
cent increase; another, though given a smaller amount, 
likewise doubled his allowance; but the one who was 
afraid, in other words, the one who was too shiftless to 
bother with anything but present affairs, hid his Lord’s 
money, and had no increase to return to his benefactor. 
A slothful servant indeed! 

Since we have received so bountifully from the store- 
house of God’s manifold wisdom through the generous 
investments of others, let us remember that, “he that 
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully,” and if 
we would have a bountiful income in the future, we too 
must make an investment; and our income will be 
according to the amount invested. Our talents, though 
small they may be, our time, our strength, our affections, 
are the pennies, the dimes, and the dollars with which 
we are purchasing stock in the Kingdom of God. Every 
battle against sin, fought and won, increases the value of 
our shares; every natural impulse conquered, whether it 
be jealousy, impatience, bitterness, and ungoverned 
temper, a careless tongue, or a wayward mind, makes 
our holdings more secure. 

We are naturally quite dubious, and rightfully so, 

(Continued on page 8) 
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The Man Called Satan 


ILTON, the blind poet and theologian, in his 
M “Paradise Lost,” pictured a war in the high 

courts of heaven where dwells the Almighty; and 
from which once pure, bright angels were ejected and 
cast to earth, henceforth to wage a mighty conflict against 
God and man. People have accepted this theory as ema- 
nating from the Bible, but in this they have been greatly 
mistaken. And we shall find by investigation that Milton 
received his inspiration from the pagans, and not from 
the God of heaven as revealed in the Scriptures. 

If we look into the Persian or Iranian Mythology, the 
Zoroastrian Demonology, or that of pagan Rome, we find 
a great power of evil recognized; but not so in the Bible. 
In the ancient Babylonian system the demons were 
classified in orders, and the minuteness with which their 
functions as personal causes of evil are assigned to them 
is well shown from a cuneiform inscription: ‘They assail 
country after country; they make the slave set himself 
above his place; they make the son of the house leave his 
father; they make the young bird leave his nest,” etc. 

The pagan theory of consciousness between death and 
the resurrection led to a system of pagan theology in 
which the wicked dead are continuously at war with the 
living; but not so in the Scriptures, where we are clearly 
taught that the dead “know not anything,” and that all 
hope of a future life depends on a resurrection from the 
death state. 

The words Satan and Devil simply mean “‘an adversary, 
an opposer.” As we read in the Ency. Brit.: “The word 
‘Satan’ is used in its common sense of ‘adversary,’ a sense 
in which it also occurs in the Gospels, in the well-known 
passage (Matt. 16: 23), where our Lord addresses St. 
Peter, ‘Get thee behind me, Satan,’ or ‘adversary’... In 
the earlier prophetic literature of the Hebrews there is 
no recognition of any spirit of evil at war with Jehovah. 
All power and dominion are, on the contrary, clearly 
ascribed to Jehovah Himself, who is supreme. . . The idea 
of a distinct personality of evil, therefore, is not to be 
found in the earlier Hebrew Scriptures, and is, in fact, 
inconsistent with the cardinal principle of the older 
Hebrew theology that Jehovah was the sole source of all 
power . . . The question then arises as to the special 
source of the conception of the devil as a fallen and evil 
spirit. The explanation commonly given of this concep- 
tion by our modern critical schools is that it sprang out 
of the intercourse of the Jews with the Persians during 
their period of exile. In the Persian or Iranian mythology 
it is well recognized. The Iranian religion divided the 
world betwixt two opposing self-existing deities, the one 
good and the other evil . . . The conception of the devil, 
and of a lower kingdom of demons or devils, is the 
evident illustration of this.” 

In the divine record all power and dominion are clearly 
ascribed to Jehovah, and to Him alone. The only opposing 
forces brought to light are the hosts of mortal men and 
women opposing His sovereign will. God as the great 
first Cause has no rival. By His own statement: “I am 
God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none 
like me. . . My glory will not I give to another” (Isa. 


46: 9; 42: 8). His dominion will not He share with any 
other power. He has no equal. But if the theory of an 
all-powerful devil were true then He would share His 
power with another, in fact, if that be the case He much 
more than shares His glory with another, for the devil 
of popular belief gets ten adherents to the Almighty’s 
one. 

The foregoing extracts, and many more that could 
be given, reveal to us from whence the idea of a personal 
fiend or Satan came—not from the Bible, but from the 
pagans. It is wonderful evidence of the truthfulness of 
the Bible —that it came from a higher Source than the 
mind of man —that though it passed through the dark 
ages of antiquity, and the darker Medieval age when 
belief in devils and demons was universal, yet no such 
pagan myths darken its pages. 

In every instance where “Satan” or “devil” is men- 
tioned in the Bible it can be proved that sin, as the great 
enemy or adversary to God, is referred to, and wicked 
men and women are the devils who oppose His divine 
laws. Sin is the great opposer to God in virtually denying 
His supremacy, wisdom and goodness; and how appro- 
priate that it and all sinners should be styled the enemy, 
the devil. 

The literary device known as personification is repeat- 
edly employed in the Bible. For example, riches are 
personified in the following manner: “Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon” (Matt. 6: 24). Wisdom is personi- 
fied: ‘Happy is the man that findeth wisdom ... She is 
more precious than rubies ... Length of days is in her 
right hand; and in her left hand riches and honor” (Prov. 
5: 13, 15, 16). “Wisdom is justified of all her children” 
(Luke 7: 35). Clear cases of personification. 

Sin also is personified: ‘Whosoever committeth sin is 
the servant of sin... That as sin hath reigned unto death 
... Know ye not that to whom ye yield yourselves serv- 
ants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey, whether 
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” 
(John 8: 34; Rom. 5: 21; 6: 16). And the terms “devil” 
and “Satan” are mere variants of this type of personi- 
fication. 

Sin is personified and termed a master. And when Jesus 
said to the Jews of His time: ‘Ye are of your father the 
devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do” (John 8: 
14), He also was employing personification. He said in 
effect, ‘‘ye are of your father, a generation of evil men.” 
Shortly before, John the Baptist had styled them a 
“generation of vipers.” But no one would suppose he 
meant a generation of literal snakes! 

The true teaching of the Bible regarding the devil 
will be quite difficult to grasp at the onset, owing to the 
great amount of pagan mythology and superstition that 
for so long has been drilled into the mind. But notwith- 
standing our early education, handed down to us by 
the tradition of our fathers steeped in superstition, we in 
this advanced age should be able to rid the mind of whims 
and superstitions, and perceive from Bible teaching that 
no such monster as proclaimed by popular theology exists. 

The true teaching of the Bible concerning the devil is 





June 24, 1961 


MEGIDDO 


MESSAGE 5 





in harmony with both logic and reason, so let us use 
our reasoning powers as we proceed in our investigation. 

Let us lay aside all superstition, all old, ancient, time- 
honored theories, and investigate to know the facts in 
the case. If God never made the old orthodox devil to 
draw away His children from Him, if it be all a myth, 
we can then love Him better, besides being much more 
happy in every department of life. 


Sin, the Great Devil or Opposer to God 


“Resist the devil, and he will flee from you,” said the 
practical James (4: 7). But how could we resist an 
enemy whom we could neither indentify nor locate? If, 
on D day during World War II, when the Allied forces 
landed on the beachhead at Normandy they had found 
no enemy, met no opposition, what a strange situation it 
would have been! Or, to make the metaphor still more 
ridiculous, if they knew nothing about the type of fighting 
men they were to encounter; if they knew nothing of 
their armaments, of their ability to fight, of their maneu- 
verability; or their possible war strategy, what a pre- 
dicament they would have been in! But that is just the 
position we are in today in our religious life if the theory 
of the religious world be true. We have never been made 
familiar with one feature of the devil of popular belief. 
He is said to be heavily armed, but we have never been 
shown one piece of his armament. He is said to have a 
personality of his own, but we have never seen as much 
as one hair of his head. He must have a voice, for he is 
said to go about as a roaring lion “seeking whom he may 
devour,” but we have never so much as heard a faint 
whisper in our ear, at any time, or at any place, during 
our entire lives. 

History states that Martin Luther thought he was 
familiar with the devil, he ‘lived in constant conscious- 
ness of contact and opposition with the evil one. At his 
study, in bed, or in his cell, the devil was incessantly 
interfering with his work or rest. As he was going to 
begin his studies he heard a noise which he immediately 
interpreted as proceeding from his enemy. He said, ‘As 
I found he was about to begin again, I gathered together 
my books and got back into bed. Another time in the 
night I heard him above my cell walking in the cloister; 
but as 1 knew it was the devil I paid no attention to him 
and went to sleep.’ Again he says: ‘Early this morning, 
when I awoke, the fiend came and began disputing with 
me. ‘Thou art a great sinner,” said he. I replied, ““Canst 
thou not tell me something new, Satan?” ’ ” 

Now, that is the trouble with the religious world, they 
have been laying all the blame on an imaginary devil 
which does not exist, and have not been fighting the real 
devil—the evils within their own heart; therefore have 
made no progress. 

Paul did not cneage in that kind of warfare. He knew 
whom he was fighting, and he knew why he was fighting. 
The battle he was fighting gave him the blessed assurance 
that a crown of glory would be his at the coming of the 
Master. He affirmed: “I therefore so run, not as uncer- 
tainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air.” Whom 
did he fight against? The following verse will answer: 
“I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection; lest 
that by any means, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should be a castaway” (I Cor. 9: 26, 27). He 
brought his body into subjection, and in that way defeated 
the devil. 

When Paul learned to rule and govern himself, he 


became more than a conqueror. The wise writer of 
Proverbs declares that he who can rule himself “is better 
than he that taketh a city” (Prov. 16: 32). Jesus reveals 
plainly what we must war against. Listen to His meaning- 
ful words as recorded in Mark 7: 14, 15, 20—23: “And 
when he had calied ail the people unto him, he said unto 
them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and under- 
stand.” What an earnest admonition from the lips of the 
great Master Himself! everyone is commanded not only 
to hearken, but also to understand. And what is the 
important thing to which we must hearken? “There is 
nothing from without a man, that entering into him can 
defile him: but the things which come out of him, tiose 
are they that defile the man. For from within, out of 
the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, forni- 
cation, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 
all these evil things come from within, and defile the 
man.” We repeat, “All these evil things come from 
within, and defile the man... There is nothing from 
without a man, that entering into him can defile him.” 

This unequivocal statement leaves absolutely no place 
for the demoralizing work of the devil. 


The Human Heart the Source of Temptation 


Jesus strikes at the very root of the matter; the evil 
thought allowed to conceive and bring forth sin, is the 
defiling agent to mankind. The language is too plain to 
be mistaken, and will, with every honest mind, forever 
settle the question of what causes a man to sin. How 
can you or I claim to be pure in heart unless we put away 
all these thirteen evils enumerated by Jesus? That we 
must do this is plainly stated, for only the “pure in 
heart” will ever see God in His glory and beauty (Matt. 
5: 8). When we have put away the thirteen evils, we have 
killed the only devil that we need ever fear, and will cer- 
tainly obtain the “far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory” offered by God. 

James the servant of God was close enough to the 
“source” of divine knowledge that he should have known 
what he was talking about, and he declared: “Let no 
man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of God: for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
any man; but every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust 
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it 
is finished, bringeth forth death” (James 1: 18—15). The 
merciful Father never tempts any man to evil. He never 
created a devil to lure us away, but every man no excep- 
tion—is tempted when drawn away of his own desires. 
Here is a devil right at home, present in every human 
being, one whom we can learn to fight; and if we resist 
him in the God-appointed way he will flee from us. 

The man who steals does so because he lusts to possess 
that which does not belong to him. The liar lies because 
it is to his interest to suppress the truth. He wants to 
save his face, to hide his true identity, lest, the true 
facts about him be known and cause his reputation to 
suffer. The proud man or woman is proud beczuse self- 
importance is natural, and he or she does not want to 
make the necessary effort to control it. 

It is the development of an uncontrollable taste for 
intoxicating liquor that brings the alcoholic to a state of 
degradation almost worse than death itself, and not the 
influence of a personal devil that operates against his 
will. The immoral man lacks self-control. It is easier for 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Rare Bargains 


In gloomy tones we need not cry 

How many things there are to buy! 
Here is a thought for you and me— 
The best of things in life are free. 
The air, the sunshine, and the sea, 

All gladness, beauty—these are free. 
Our faithful friendships, sympathy, 
The joys of living—these are free. 
The budding blossoms, stalwart tree, 
God’s open country—these are free. 
All loving service, loyalty, 

Our God’s protection—these are free. 
The more we look, the more we see 
How many precious things are free. 
The heart will find more than the eye 
Of things we do not have to buy. 
Let’s stop and think, let’s know and feel, 
That things like these are truly real. 
Yes, think how very rich we be 

When all the best of things are free! 





OCCUPATION NO HINDRANCE TO GREATNESS 


A great, growing, grandly unfolding soul can be fash- 
ioned anywhere, if only God is with him; and his faculty, 
it may be, will be completing itself as truly in one employ- 
ment as in another. His heart will grow as big, his 
imagination kindle itself in fires to him of as great beauty; 
he will be as original, as deep, as free, and will swing his 
nature into as high force every way, in using a hammer 
as in using a pen. 

God nowhere allows what we so constantly assume, that 
souls are kept back from their completeness by their 
trades, and grades, and employments. He is going to 
complete them all, if they will suffer it, in the highest and 
most perfect form of being possible. 





UR FATHER, when we long for life without trials 

and work without difficulties, remind us that oaks 
grow strong in contrary winds and diamonds are made 
under pressure. With stout hearts may we see in every 
calamity an opportunity, and not give way to the pessi- 
mism that sees in every opportunity a calamity. 


a e@ ou 
Holy, Holy, Holy 


Holy, holy, holy, God Almighty Lord! 

Holy, holy, holy, by His saints adored! 

He without beginning, He th’eternal One— 
Reigns and rules forever All things ’neath the sun 


Holy, holy, holy, God Almighty Lord. 

Holy, holy, holy, by His saints adored! 

Power and love and wonder Circling round His 
throne— 

Praise Him, ye His angels, Lord of life alone. 


Holy, holy, holy, merciful and just, 

Holy, holy, holy, worthy of our trust! 
Boundless is His wisdom, guiding us in love, 
Till we reach the standard of our Lord above. 


Fingers of Love and Hope 


HO OF US cannot recollect the time when we took 

the fingers of our father or mother in our small 
hands and were led along safely and without fear. How 
full of confidence was our child heart! How proud to put 
our all in the hands of one whom we knew! 

Just so are we privileged today to grasp the fingers of 
love and hope as we put confidence in the invisible God. 
When we feel the night coming on, with the direct Beyond 
glowing with light because of God’s promises to the 
faithful of life and immortality to all who have made 
themselves worthy of His mercy, it is inspiring to know 
that we can reach out and grasp the fingers of love and 
hope that are before us, awaiting our reach and our 
faith. An invisible leadership is bound to take possession 
of us: the words of a wise and loving God, whose com- 
mands we are taught to respect and to obey that we may 
be found worthy of living to all eternity with the good of 
all ages. To have this hope should be a living influence 
over us, warm and vital, giving zest to life. 

There have been those who have put themselves into 
the fingers of love and hope and have gone out into life 
working with themselves against their old savage natural 
selves—their natural desires which are enmity against 
God and against all that is clean and holy and pleasing in 
God’s sight. There have been those who have been led into 
the innermost chambers of their own lives that they might 
be self-discovered, that they might eradicate therefrom 
every trace of evil. They have proved themselves worthy 
through God’s Word of truth wherein are many promises 
of future rewards for those who will study His Word 
to learn God’s great plan of salvation; because study 
develops learning, and learning develops understanding, 
and understanding gives us faith and hope that God will 
be faithful if we obey His Word of instruction and warn- 
ing. 

We read in Deut. 7: 9, which tells of faithfulness and 
mercy, “Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is 
God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy 
with them that love him and keep his commandments to 
a thousand generations.” God is faithful and true regard- 
less of what man does. But His faithfulness, like His 
mercy, is pledged only to those who love Him and keep 
His commandments. “It is a faithful saying: For if we 
be dead with him, we shall also live with him. If we 
suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he 
also will deny us. If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: 
he cannot deny himself” (II Timothy 2: 11—13). 

The great apostle Paul wrote, as we read in Gal. 6: 8, 
“He that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap cor- 
ruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting.” 





WORTH READING EVERY DAY 


I will this day try to live a simple, sincere and serene 
life, repelling promptly every thought of discontent, 
anxiety, discouragement, impurity and self-seeking; culti- 
vating cheerfulness, magnanimity, charity, and the habit 
of holy silence, exercising economy in expenditure, care- 
fulness in conversation, diligence in appointed service, 
fidelity to every trust, and a childlike trust in God. 
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Words! 


ROBABLY one of the first and greatest of all human 
inventions was the compiling of sounds into words 
and words into speech. For this we should be most thank- 
ful. Without words civilization could never have advanced. 
Without the Written Word, no knowledge nor under- 
standing of God’s will or plan for this earth, could have 
been disseminated for man’s (including our own) benefit. 
According to Webster, the English language contains 
some 600,000 words. For lack of knowledge, effort, time, 
or various other reasons, the average person, we are 
told, uses only a few hundred of these in his daily con- 
versation. But except for special sciences or studies, he 
is able to obtain a fairly good understanding of all he 
commonly hears or reads, he is also able to make himself 
reasonably well understood, with his limited vocabulary. 
Words are a vociferous expression of ideas—a mani- 
festation of the ponderings of the mind or heart. Single 
words of famous scholars, of renowned scientists, and 
especially of world leaders, have often been most carefully 
weighed and measured from every conceivable angle. 

Words may be arranged to make for harmony, happi- 
ness and tranquillity in the home. On the other hand 
they may be blurted out, creating discord, sorrow and 
strife. 

Words may be formulated to bring about cheer, encour- 
agement, and consideration for our youth, or they may 
be uttered carelessly promoting sadness, disillusionment 
and contempt. They may be expressed in humility, meek- 
ness, and love for our neighbor, or sounded forth in pride, 
haughtiness and arrogance. 

Words may be declared by world leaders to make for 
good will, friendship and peace among nations; or they 
may be boastfully spoken, fostering suspicion, distrust 
and war. 

Because words do convey ideas and ponderings of the 
heart, we as professed followers of Christ should be most 
careful in our use of words. We read in God’s Word: ‘Let 
thy speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, 
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man... 
He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
I am against the prophets, saith the Lord, that steal my 
words every one from his neighbor ... and cause my 
people to err by their lightness . . . Thus shall ye say 
every one to his neighbor and every one to his brother, 
What hath the Lord answered and what hath the Lord 
spoken?” And another prophet proclaims; “Speak ye 
every man the truth to his neighbor,” and the apostle 
James adds, “If any man offend not in word, the same 
is a perfect man.” And Peter warns “Seeing then that 
all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of per- 
sons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness.” 

Let us listen to words of instruction from the Wise 
Man: “Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of 
God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice 
of fools... Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine 
heart be hasty to utter anything before God; for God is 
in heaven, and thou upon earth; therefore, let thy words 
be few. . . A fool’s voice is known by his multitude of 
words.” 

Again we hear the Wise Man declaring that there is a 
“time to keep silence and a time to speak.” Surely none 


of us would be tempted to join in with the filthy com- 
munications of the wicked. But can we say that our ears 
are always deaf to the light talk about us? Or do we at 
times listen only halfheartedly to the Word of God, with 
the other ear attentive to the world about us? Our actions 
can speak as loudly as our words. 

We read in Proverbs 18: 21: “Death and life are in 
the power of the tongue and they that love it shall eat 
the fruit thereof.” To this agree the words of Jesus: 
“every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words 
thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned.”’ Can we honestly declare before God that 
our communication is always good to the use of edifying, 
that it may minister grace to the hearers? Do we at all 
times desire the sincere milk of the word more than our 
necessary food? 

Could it be possible that at times our love to God is 
in word only rather than in deed and in truth? 

Could it ever be said of us that we draw nigh to God 
with our lips but our heart is far from Him? 

Do we ever strive about words to no profit? 

Do we meditate on His Word day and night? 

Is His Word sweeter than honey to our mouth? 

Are we letting the Word of Christ dwell in us richly? 

Are we laying up these, His words in our hearts? 

Is it as the apple of our eye? 

Is God’s Word our chief companion as we walk by the 
way? 

The Wise Man declared that ‘‘a word fitly spoken is 
like apples of gold in pictures of silver,” but “there is 
more hope for a fool” than for a man hasty in his words. 
The prophet Jeremiah likened God’s Word to a “fire” 
and a “hammer” that breaketh the rock in pieces, and 
the great apostle Paul likened it to a “two-edged sword,” 
and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
And God, through the prophet Isaiah promised that His 
Word would abide forever. 

This is the same Word Jesus referred to when He 
declared: “the words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit and they are life,” ... and “now ye are clean 
through the words which I have spoken unto you.” Jesus 
prayed to the Father in behalf of His followers, saying, 
“Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth.” 

May this truth, the Word of Christ, dwell in us richly 
in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing us; and whatso- 
ever we do in word or deed, may it be done “in the name 


of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God... the Father by 
him.” 


I live to hail the season— 
By gifted minds foretold— 
When man shall live by reason, 
And not alone for gold; 
When man to man united, 
And every wrong thing righted, 
The whole world shall be lighted 
With wisdom manifold. 


When we have the truth, let us not hit each other over 


the head with it, but rather use it as a lamp to lighten 
dark places, in order that we may see where we are going. 
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Investments in Liberty 


(Continued from page 3) 
when we hear of a temporal investment promising an 
overlarge rate of interest. Most people are quite satis- 
fied if they can realize five, six, or seven per cent on 
each dollar invested. How insignificant the rate when 
compared with the 100 per cent assured us on our 
Kingdom stock! Think of even just a few of the returns! 
A great peace “that passeth understanding,” which 
comes only to those who love His law; a promise of the 
“life that now is” and of “that which is to come”; a 
hundredfold of all that makes life worth living now, 
brothers, sisters, fathers, mothers, wives and children, 
houses and lands. Yes, 
“An hundredfold in this brief life 
His faithful ones procure; 
An hundredfold of home and friends, 
And pleasures good and pure.” 


Only one qualification is required in order to secure 
these precious holdings and receive regular dividends. 
We must make a wholehearted investment—must sur- 
render our all. Nothing of our own can be retained for 
personal use. Let us not be like the rich young man who 
thought he had kept all the law, but when told to sell 
all he had and give to the poor and come and follow the 
Master, went away sorrowful. Should it make us sor- 
rowful to sell out the puny possessions of the carnal 
mind, even the last vestige of our own thoughts and 
ways to become the owners of such priceless securities? 

A partial investment would not be acceptable nor 
would it be profitable. We cannot keep back part of the 
price, but must bring our all and lay it at the Master’s 
feet. To do otherwise would bring the death sentence 
upon us as surely, even if not as speedily, as it was pro- 
nounced upon Ananias and Sapphira in the days of the 
apostles. So let us make an investment of our life and all 
our possessions in these valuable Kingdom bonds, and then 
we shall realize a real 100 per cent profit every day in 
the year. And God, who is able to fulfil His promises, 
has assured us that the future benefits shall be ‘‘exceeding 
abundantly above all we can ask or think.” With our 
present mental equipment we cannot even imagine the 
wealth of God nor the richness of His Kingdom; but 
when a measure of that wealth is bestowed upon us in 
dividends of immortality we shall be able “to comprehend 
with all saints what is the length, and breadth, and 
depth, and height, and to know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge, that we might be filled with all the 
fullness of God.” Then we shall realize upon our shares 
in the Kingdom at a great premium, and the profits will 
continue to accrue, increasing in value through the end- 
less cycles of eternity. 





A THOUGHT STIMULATOR 


“I won't” is a tramp. 
“I can't” is a quitter. 
“I don’t know” is lazy. 
“I might” is waking up. 
“I will try” is on his feet. 
“T can” is on his way. 
“T will” is at work. 
“I did” is the statement of victors! 


OBITUARY 
RuTH E. HOLDEN 


“Grim Monster” is the Apostle’s term given to the 
Mighty Reaper of mortal life, but when indescribable 
suffering grips the physical being and that beyond all 
human help, the cold, unfeeling hand of Death comes as 
terrible relief. Such was the passing of our sister, Ruth 
Elizabeth Holden, whose funeral services were conducted 
at the Winchell Funeral Home, June 2, 1961. 

Our sister had long been one of us, having spent nearly 
all of her 55 years in the environs of Megiddo Mission 
Church. Her entire school years were at Megiddo Mission 
school. As long as her health permitted, she played with 
the church band, or orchestra, having joined the band in 
her early teens. The deceased was one of the “charter” 
members of the Maranatha Society, originally a young 
women’s group of our church, in whose activities our 
sister participated and was wholeheartedly interested. 

Our sister’s decease terminates her family’s existence, 
the first break in which occurred with her mother’s 
passing in 1955, then her father’s in 1959. 

So short is the story of our lives! How sweet the Chris- 
tian’s hope of a life to come where death is swallowed up 
in Victory—for all who become victors over the sins 
which so easily beset us on this mortal journey. 

Such was our sister’s hope—a resurrection from the 
dead followed by Christ’s judgment and reward, “every 
man according to his works.” 

The deceased is survived by a number of cousins in 
and about Rochester. Services were conducted by the 
Reverend K. E. Flowerday. Interment in Mount Hope 
Cemetery. 





Se eae ‘ee 


My Prayer 


“Just to go singing through the days, O Father, 
Whether those days hold happiness or dread; 
Just to go singing, through the storm and sunshine, 

Singing though only darkness lies ahead! 
Just to go singing, whether flower fragrance 
Or chilling snowflakes fill the waiting air, 
Just to go singing down through life, O Father— 
This is my prayer! 


“Just to go singing—although fear and sorrow 
Walk by my side, and try to touch my hand, 

Just to go singing, even though the pathway 
That I must tread lies in a cruel land— 

Just to go singing down to seas of sadness. 
Just to go singing up despair’s grim slope; 

Just to go singing on through life, O Father, 

This is my hope! 


“Just to go singing, though the song comes briefly 
Out of a soul that holds its share of pain; 

Just to go singing, though I know that heartache, 
Biding its time, will meet with me again. 

Just to go singing, with my chin uplifted, 
Keeping my gaze above each doubt and cave— 

Just to go singing, till earth’s clouds have drifted, 

This is my prayer!” 
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Know Thyself 


S IT POSSIBLE to know ourselves—know what lies 
in the depths of our hearts or minds? Jeremiah’s 

familiar words ring out (17: 9), “The heart is deceitful 
above all things and desperately wicked; who can know 
it?” Then the Psalmist adds, ‘“‘Who can understand his 
errors?” For the most difficult thing in life is to know 
self. 

Who can really know himself? Who can read with clear 
vision this dark, mysterious book of the human heart? 
That carnal heart that fights to the last ditch against 
the idea of absolute obedience and absolute purity of 
character? Who can know it? One only! “I the Lord” 
(Jer. 17: 10). But God has revealed this knowledge to us 
through His Word, the apostles, prophets and Jesus. The 
key to the proper study of ourselves is not in man, but 
through the Word of God, which will make us wiser than 
all the so-called wise men of the earth. For even of our 
Master it was written, “Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature’; “Butter and honey [God’s Word] shall he eat, 
that he may know to refuse the evil and choose the 
good.” 

We have the example. It has been done! To Jesus the 
human heart became as an open book. He, who had been 
tempted in every respect like ourselves, accomplished the 
work and became our pattern. He understood Himself 
first, conquered, improved self, thus learned to know “all 
men, for he knew what was in man” (John 2: 25). His 
conclusions were stated in Mark 7: 21—23, ‘For from 
within, out of the heart of man, proceed evil thoughts,” 
and an abundance of assorted evils—each, or any one of 
which has life-destroying, death-dealing power. 

We, like our Lord, can attain this knowledge. The first 
step to self-knowledge is self-distrust! Learning this proc- 
ess, we become sensitive to our failings as we hold God’s 
law in one hand and our soul in the other. Looking to 
ourselves, considering our ways, brings that impression, 
that acquaintance, that discernment of what we really 
are, and—what we ought to be. 

The men and women whom God wants are they who, 
seeing themselves as they are in His sight, do not become 
discouraged but straightway set to work with determi- 
nation to make themselves over. Not to eliminate their 
instincts; for that is impossible, but to positively redirect 
them to right and godly ends. A new heart and a new 
spirit is offered to all willing to “put off the old man.” 

How we admire those who have, and are, following the 
pattern set by our Master. Those who go through life on 
an even keel, who are succeeding in ruling their spirit; 
nothing of evil seems to excite or stir their emotions. 
They are firm and resolute; their anchor holds in every 
storm, As they walk this narrow way, their steps are 
even. When they speak, their words are strong; and when 
they act, their deeds are stronger still, for they are 
strengthened with the strength of Jehovah, in full pos- 
session of tnemselves and their evenness is worthy of our 
imitation. 

This is their secret, like Jesus, they, too, know them- 
selves. They have made a deep survey of their lives and 
have fortified their weakness. 

Thus self-examination together with God’s law will 
teach us to fortify our weakest places, recognize our 
besetting sins and cause us to build high heaps where 
those evils may center their attack. We will “know” to 


flee temptation rather than be mastered, in any degree, 
by it. We will consider the seriousness of our duty, our 
vow to God, and look into our own character and conduct 
and thus learn, to a degree, to read our own hearts. 
Our great object in the time still mercifully extended, 
will be not to waste our strength on the things temporal, 
which we must leave behind; but that we cultivate within 
us that which we can carry into eternity. 

We will become watchers of our own souls, cease to 
stand idly by, watching someone else. Our watchfulness 
will become like that of a soldier, a sentinel—always on 
guard! Only then, will we advance from ‘Know Thyself” 
to ‘Improve Thyself!” 





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(Continued from page 11) 
at one with God, and merit His favor—the whole world 
likewise can do the same, for He is not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come to repentance (II 
Pet. 3: 9). Note v. 3 of I John 2: “And hereby we do 
know him, if we keep his commandments.” Truly our 
salvation and entrance to the Holy City depends on our 
keeping the commandments (Rev. 22: 12, 14), and there- 
by only can our position be rendered favorable with God. 
God first loved us in that He has placed the gift of life 
eternal before us, where as yet we had no thought of 
Him. Then if we draw near to Him He will draw near to 
us (James 4: 4); if we cleanse ourselves and put away 

all sin He will not hide His face from us. 





The Man Called Satan 


(Continued from page 5) 
him to give way to his base passions than to banish 
them. Lust conceives and brings forth sin, but in every 
case it is the offender himself who is the culprit. And 
the same is true of anger, malice, jealousy, envy, and 
every other sin that defiles. 

Another feature identifying the devil of the Bible is 
found in Hebrews 2. Verse 14, speaking of Christ, says: 
“that through death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil.” Now, if we can find 
any statement as to what has the power of death, by it 
we can identify the devil, for that is one of his specialties. 
“The sting of death is sin” (I Cor. 15: 56). “The sting of 
death is sin.” Here we get the same answer to our equa- 
tion as we have already obtained. Sin and the devil are 
synonymous terms. The devil has the power of death, 
sin also has the sting of death, hence sin and all sinners 
compose the devil. (Continued Next Issue) 





Meditations On the Word 
Continued from page 10 
is of God.” No longer need we walk in darkness, or rely 
upon human reason, “a flickering torch by stumblers 
carried in a starless night.” We have the Word as a lamp 
unto our feet and a light unto our path (Ps. 119: 105). No 
longer need we feed upon the husks and ashes of human 
thought, or eat the bread of deceit, sweet to the un- 
educated taste but filling the mouth with gravel (Prov. 
20: 17); the unchanging Word is our wholesome food 
and drink, ‘“‘sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb” 


(Ps. 19: 10), all the bitterness disappearing as we cease 
to resist the will of God. 





10 MEGIDDO 





MESSAGE 





Meditations 
On rl Word 


“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that 
put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter 
for swect, and sweet for bitter” (Isaiah 5: 20). 


Realists may argue that things are as they are, and 
calling them by the wrong name makes no difference. As 
the old story illustrates, calling a dog’s tail a leg does not 
make it one; the dog still has only four legs, and not five. 
But the matter is not quite so simple as that. It might be 
if we did not live so largely by words. Words are im- 
material things, yet as signs of ideas they are the most 
powerful instruments known to man. They are more 
than signs and reilections of ideas; they reach out to 
make ideas, which crystallize into actions. Commercial 
advertising and political propaganda are recognitions of 
the fact that, by the power of words, mass opinions can 
be shaped to order. 

Perhaps this responsiveness to words is a tribute to 
human intelligence—certainly the beasts are incapable of 
it—but it is unfortunate that so often it takes a perni- 
cious and destructive course. 

The Sophists of ancient Greece demonstrated what evil 
could be done with words, and the imprint of their phil- 
osophy, which was basically that things are only what 
we call them or think them to be, and every man is his 
own judge, survives in our word “sophistry,” meaning 
verbal trickery, intentional deception by argument. 

There is plenty of sophistry in the modern world, and 
no one is immune to its insidiousness. It can become 
habitual. There is little danger of any of us engaging in 
wholesale deception of others, but there is tremendous 
danger of self-deception. Facing up to ourselves and 
judging ourselves honestly is one of the most difficult 
tasks in the world. All of us are tempted to act on emo- 
tion or self-interest, and then call what we have done by 
the best name possible. Thus what is sin in others is ex- 
periment in us; where others lie, we are discreet and 
clever; where others are dishonest, we are shrewd; our 
bad temper becomes righteous indignation; our stub- 
bornness, firmness of character; our own selfishness, 
practicality; even our laziness is excused as Christian 
resignation. 

This manipulation of names to avoid self-blame or to 
get our own Way can be carried on endlessly, and too 
often it is. It alters no facts, it does not make the evils 
any better intrinsically, but it certainly tends to make 
them more acceptable to the conscience not sufficiently 
educated and disciplined by the law of God. In view of the 
hard realities of the situation and of this all-too-human 
weakness, it does make a difference what we call things, 
hence the Prophet’s solemn warning in our text. 

Living as we are in a world of sham and deception, a 
world where this sort of thing is universal, where the 
grossest vices are publicly condoned, where iniquity in a 
thousand disguises is continually flaunted in our face, 
we must be extremely careful that we are not influenced 
in some degree by the false values and depraved stand- 


ards of the Babylon which surrounds us. Daniel and his 
fellows in ancient Babylon faced the same problem, and 
solved it by definitely and publicly setting themselves 
apart at the very beginning, and never once thereafter 
compromising with the evil for the sake of preferment or 
even of personal safety. 

Calling the evil good is so natural that it seems the 
commoner, or at least the more obvious, of the two of- 
fenses mentioned, and perhaps it is, in view of the weak- 
ness of the flesh. But there is also great danger of calling 
the good things evil. In fact, the two errors are insepar- 
able, for the ways of God and the ways of the flesh are 
unalterably opposed (Gal. 5: i7), and there is no middle 
ground, once we have been enlightened. “That which is 
highly esteemed among men,” said Jesus, “is abomina- 
tion in the sight of God’’-—and vice versa. The Wise Man 
puts it well in Prov. 29: 27, “An unjust man is an abomi- 
nation to the just: and he that is upright in the way is 
abomination to the wicked.” 

The carnal mind resents the presence of a superior 
character, and it is easier to mentally pull others down 
to our own level than to rise to theirs by imitating their 
way of life. Thus the superior virtue of another may be 
slandered as hypocrisy; courage for right may be termed 
fanaticism by those lacking in zeal; spiritual caution may 
be ridiculed as needless timidity. Once the backsliding 
begins, the list is endless—and very convincing to the 
backslider, such is the power of words. 

Perhaps we are rebuked for a transgression. We are 
humiliated, and the natural reaction is to term the re- 
proof unnecessary and the one who watches for our soul 
an officious busybody, no better than we. Alibis rally to 
the defense. ‘his thing, we say, is bitter. Yet the in- 
spired writer, who more than once had to swallow the 
same bitter medicine for the good of his soul, saw the sun 
break through the clouds and the rainbow overarch his 
sky as he wrote, “Let the righteous smite me, it shall be 
a kindness; and let him reprove me, it shall be an excel- 
lent oil which shall not break my head” (Psalm 141: 5). 
lf we crave the perfection which comes only through 
trial, we will be careful never to refuse this healing oil, 
regarding the hand that administers it as that of our 
best friend. This is what it is to hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; this is the meaning of the saying, “To the 
hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet” (Prov. 27: 7). 
Saint Paul states the same truth in his inimitable style: 
“Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are ex- 
ercised thereby” (Heb. 12: 11). 

Amid the confusion of changing times and changing 
standards, influenced by words with their changing mean- 
ings, there is one fixed point, an immutable standard— 
the everlasting law of God, True, it can be and is handled 
dishonestly, but those who wrest it do so to their own 
destruction (11 Peter 3: 16), and the faithful are not de- 
ceived by their sophistry. There are present truths and 
commandments for every age, but no reversal of prin- 
ciple. Its morality is not a matter of time or place. Only 
through an enlightened faith in the Word of the Eternal 
as above all do we have a Rock upon which we can anchor 
in the shifting currents of a troubled and turbid sea. 

“Why askest thou me concerning the good?” said the 
Teacher of Galilee. “There is but one good way, and that 

(Continued on page 9) 





Questions and Answers 


“I know what you people teach in regard to the death of 
Christ on the cross. It does seem that it would be unjust for 
God to require the sacrifice of His Son’s life in atonement for 
the sins of the world, but there are a number of scriptures 
that give that impression. One that I have just read is I 
John 4: 9—11. Just why did God require the death of Christ? 
There is no denying that it was required. The prayer of Jesus 
shows that. Surely it was not necessary as a test of Jesus’ 
character or loyalty. Though His life was taken by a mob 
God could have intervened if He had wished. Surely it was 
intended to benefit mankind in some way.” 


The idea of Christ’s sacrificial death being an aid to 
the salvation of mankind, is so firmly entrenched in 
theological thinking, that its wide acceptance is not at 
all surprising. Yet we deny that the Word of God teaches it. 

Our correspondent’s first position, that the demand for 
human sacrifice would not befit a God of divine justice, 
seems sound. How could a fair-minded person disagree 
with that position? There are numerous forecasts of the 
suffering and death of Christ, but there is no proof that 
these instances were a God-planned strategy. The fact 
that God foreknew and foretold of Christ’s sufferings and 
death is no proof that He planned them. 

In Acts 3: 13—15, there is a statement by Peter to 
his countrymen, shortly after Pentecost, in which he 
places the guilt for Jesus’ crucifixion on them. The text 
reads: ‘‘The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, 
the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom 
ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, 
when he was determined to let him go. But ye denied 
the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to 
be granted unto you; and killed the Prince of life.” 

A saying often alluded to in this connection, and taken 
to mean that God demanded Christ’s death, are the 
words of Caiaphas in John 11: 50—53: “it is expedient 
for us, that one man should die for the people, and that 
the whole nation perish not. And this spake he not of 
himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied 
that Jesus should die for that nation and not for that 
nation only, but that also he should gather together in 
one the children of God that were scattered abroad.” 

It does not seem likely that God would have spoken 
through such a wicked, self-centered egotist, as Caiaphas, 
although once, in the days of Balaam, He spoke through 
an ass. A modern commentator observes this fact, and 
lays it to irony on the part of John to have recorded it as 
he did. ‘It is an instance of the writer’s tragic irony that 
he points to Caiaphas, high priest in that fateful year, 
and invests him with the gift of unconscious prophecy, 
as at the same time the spokesman of the doctrine of 
selfish expediency, and of the truth of universal atone- 
ment throveh the Lamb of God.” (This commentator 
believes in the vicarious atonement through the death 
of Christ on the cross, which we do not). “This was the 
man whose carnal policy procured the sacrifice of the 
Son of God.” 

It seems much more realistic to surmise that Caiaphas’ 
viewpoint vas colored by the pagan trends in the Greco- 
Roman world, and that God had nothing whatever to do 
with the situation. 

Our correspondent points out that Jesus’ prayer at 
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Gethsemane shows it was God’s will for Him to die on 
the cross. But does His prayer really show that? The 
displeasure of His enemies, due to His teaching, was 
so great that they demanded His life, and His Father did 
not see fit to step in and alter their plans even though 
it was within His power. But that is no proof He 
demanded Jesus’ death on the cross. Christ’s submission 
to the death on the cross was the final act of a life of 
obedience and full surrender to His Father’s will. Others 
of the household of faith before Christ had given their 
physical life in performing their duty to God, and others 
after Him would meet the same fate in their prosecution 
of the Father’s will, hence to be the perfect Example as 
the ‘head” of the body, the “husband” of the “bride” or 
“church,” the “King of kings,” it was fitting that He 
should have to endure physical suffering and death the 
same as they. 

Peter’s explanation of the purpose of Christ’s death 
points out it was as an example and not propitiatory: “For 
even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suf- 
fered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should fol- 
low his steps . . . Forasmuch then as Christ hath suf- 
fered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with 
the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh 
hath ceased from sin; that he no longer should live the 
rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to 
the will of God. For the time past of our life may suf- 
fice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles” (I Pet. 
2: 21; 4: 1—3). 

The text our correspondent quotes, I John 4: 9—11, 
reads: “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be a propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we ought also to love one another.” These verses 
do not say or even infer that Christ died for us, simply 
that God sent Him into the world “that we might live 
through him.” Verily He demonstrated the way to life 
by His perfect example. 

“Propitiation,” according to Webster, means, “To 
appease and render favorable; ... to conciliate.” Theo- 
logically it has come to mean the theory of the self-sacri- 
fice and death of Christ, viewed as appeasing divine 
justice and effecting reconciliation between God and man. 
They call it the atonement. Propitiation needs to be 
studied in connection with reconciliation and at-one-ment 
which are frequently used in the New Testament. 

The doctrine of the atonement is one of the fables to 
which humanity have been turned. Properly pronounced 
the word is at-one-ment. It means, as used in Rom. 5: 11, 
“A change from enmity to friendship, reconciliation, 
. . reconciliation through change, . . a thorough change.” 
In II Cor. 5: 19 we read that God had “committed unto 
us the word of reconciliation,” and in v. 20 Paul urges: 
“Be ye reconciled to God.” It is by obedience to the will 
of God that we become reconciled to God and make the 
Bible at-one-ment. 

Christ is the propitiation for our sins in the sense 
that He became our perfect example (I Pet. 2: 21). He 
showed us how that by living a holy life we can become 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Liberty 


The world on Independence Day... May laud the power of dying 


man... But we to God ascribe the praise... Twas part of His 
majestic plan | glorious freedom He has given... lo sons 
of God true liberty — | lasting freedom neer to fail—From 
sin and error ever free... Freedom to keep His righteous law... 
Freedom to shed the light abroad... Freedom to help our fellow 
men... To love and joy and peace in God... Freedom to 
dwell for evermore... On earth, when rid of sin and wrong 
... Freedom to soar to worlds on high... And sing with them 
the victor’s song... When all earth's monarchs silent lie . . | 
And all the reign of man is o'er... When Christ in peace and 
equity... Shall rule the world forever more... Who then of all the 
motley throng ... That choose the fetters sin doth weave... 

Will find a place in that domain... The hearts of righteous 
ones to grieve? ... Not one shall wear the victor’s crown . . . 
Not one sweet liberty shall gam... When all the world with 
freedom yings ... They locked in slumber shall remain .. . 
Shall we be there that day to see... Its joys partake, its com- 
forts share?. . . God bids us choose. Which heavier is . . 

The joys of earth, or Kingdom fair? . . That far-exceeding glory 
weight ... Above all we can ask or think... Shall we not 


quickly strive to grasp?... Why linger trembling on the brink? 
_.. To hesitate is but to lose... Turn ere too late and doubt 
no more... The bells of liberty still chime... And call us to 


a better shore ; 


kk x* 











